[image: image1.jpg]@adop‘non uk
\527 — »)



[image: image1.jpg]

Earlier this year, the Education Secretary, Michael Gove launched a consultation on revised School Admissions and School Admission Appeals Codes. The Codes are in place to ensure a fair and straightforward admissions-to-school system that promotes equity and fair access for all. 

The current School Admissions Code and School Admission Appeals Code have been in place since February 2009 and apply to all maintained schools and academies in England. 

The consultation, which closed 19 August 2011, will inform the final Codes intended to come into force in time for the September 2013 admissions.
Adoption UK responded to the consultation. Below is a summary of the charity’s response. To see a full copy of the Consultation Response Form, please contact Erika Pennington via email on erika@adoptionuk.org.uk
School Admissions Framework consultation
Adoption UK response – 19 August 2011

About Adoption UK

Adoption UK is the only national charity run by and for adoptive parents. The charity’s aim is to provide and support a self-help network for adoptive parents to explore the unique social, emotional and developmental needs of adopted children and young people and their families. Through this network, Adoption UK also promotes effective learning practice, based on 40 years’ experience of adoptive parenting, which is integrated with current theories of trauma, attachment and development. Adoption UK has a membership of almost 5,000 families.
All children who are adopted will have experienced some form of loss or trauma through being separated from their birth families. Many adopted children will have experienced further loss and trauma through their early experiences of abuse or neglect within the birth family, which may have been compounded by numerous moves within the public care system. For many children, this trauma may lead to emotional, behavioural, educational or development difficulties, which may also affect the children’s abilities to form secure attachments with their new parents. Traditional parenting techniques may not work and adoptive parents may need to develop alternative parenting strategies in their role as “therapeutic parents” for traumatised children.

Adoption UK’s information, advice and support services include training programmes and workshops, local support groups, online message boards, two magazines, a national helpline (0844 848 7900), a casework and advocacy service, mentoring schemes, a wide-ranging publications programme and contact networks. We also work with numerous local authorities throughout the UK under service level agreements to help them deliver their adoption support services. Our members have access to all of our services, but they are also part of a community of adopters who have made the commitment to help and support each other, with understanding and without judgement. This unique community of adopters is our most important resource. 
For further information about this response or the work of the charity, please contact either:

Jonathan Pearce (Chief Executive)

Adoption UK
Linden House
55 The Green

South Bar Street

Banbury

Oxfordshire OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 752240

jonathan@adoptionuk.org.uk
Website: www.adoptionuk.org
Adoption UK is a charity registered in England and Wales (regd charity no 326654) and in Scotland (regd charity no: SC037892). It is also a registered Adoption Support Agency (service no: 66957), regulated by Ofsted in England.

Response – general points
Introduction

Given the nature of Adoption UK’s work and its experience, our response is focused on educational needs of looked after and children adopted from care. As a membership organisation for adoptive parents, one of the main areas of feedback from parents and families is the difficulties they experience in getting schools and the education system to acknowledge, recognise and respond to their children’s educational needs, which are a direct result of the early trauma of abuse and neglect that they have experienced.

Along with the detailed comments we have made in the consultation questionnaire, we would also like to make the following points.
Background
All children take time to settle in a new environment, but a newly placed adopted or fostered child may not make the expected academic progress for his/her age for a long time. Conversely, children who may have settled initially can have periods of distress and difficulty at different stages of their school career.

Because of the chaotic and disrupted early childhoods that many adopted or fostered children will have had, they are often hyper-vigilant (or on “permanent red alert”) towards any form of threat or change – this is understandable when one appreciates that in  abusive or neglectful birth families they will have had to develop strategies to ensure their very survival. As a result, adopted/fostered children’s “world view” is different to a child with healthy early development – and will take a lot of long-term nurturing and security for this to change. 

Additionally, whereas most children new to school are quiet at first, a child who has experienced moves and trauma in the early years may be much more unpredictable. In addition to moves between different homes and carers, an older child may have moved from school to school, possibly adding to the early trauma already experienced.

While the child may start with their worst behaviour and improve once they are reassured that their teachers and parents are talking to each other and to the child, equally s/he may behave very well at school and act out their stresses quite excessively at home. Any changes at school, such as teacher, a classroom or a routine, can be distressing for the child and the parents will need the support and understanding of their child’s school – all this in a mainstream school environment which will often be doing its best to move children towards an independence that most adopted/fostered children may not be ready for or even be able to cope with. 

Adopted and fostered children may also feel guilt, and blame themselves for the break-up of their family. This can lead to low self-esteem and their resulting behaviour may be a key indication of how frightened they are feeling inside. They will need a lot of help and support from parents and teachers to overcome these feelings.

On a yet more simple level, many subjects within the school curriculum are fraught with difficulty for adopted/fostered children. Classwork on family trees, family timelines or baby pictures for instance, are obvious areas that causes distress and upset for adopted/fostered children. 

However, there are ways in which parents, teachers and social care services can help adopted children make their way successfully through the education system, if they work together from a shared knowledge base. Similarly, some relatively simple changes to the admissions policy and process could transform the live of adoptive families and significantly improve the outcomes for adopted children. 
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